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AMERICAN NEWS WOMEN SUPPORTS THE CHILDREN’S INN THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS

	The Lopez family from The Children’s Inn at NIH celebrated the holidays with members of The American News Women’s Club at the Club’s stately brownstone in Dupont Circle. 
Meredith Carlson Daly, The Inn’s Media Relations Manager, also is vice president of communications for The Newswomen’s Club and invited the Lopez family to the Club’s annual holiday party Dec. 14th. 
Club members sponsored The Inn for the holidays and contributed food gift cards for families at The Inn. Inn staff members accompanied Christian and Alejandra Lopez, along with their son, Benjamin, 5 to the Club for the festive holiday party.
Christian Lopez thanked members for supporting The Inn, which has welcomed his family and given his son hope for a healthy future.
Doctors in Chile never expected little Benjamin Lopez to survive.
Born in Chile in 2005 without an immune system, Benjamin became increasingly ill as tumors ravaged his body, mainly in his brain. Doctors initially thought he had brain cancer. Within his first two years of life, Benjamin endured 22 surgeries, mostly to his brain to remove the cysts. 
In April 2008, when Benjamin was almost 3, his young parents Christian and Alejandra came to the United States, hoping for answers. By then, Benjamin was unable to sit up, talk or eat on his own. At the National Institutes of Health, doctors diagnosed him with a rare soft skin tissue disease, “disseminated nontuberculous mycobateria, (NTM) which triggers the growth of abscesses. 
Not only did NIH correctly diagnose Benjamin, doctors at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases have successfully treated him. Benjamin now walks on his own, is learning to speak in English and is thriving in kindergarten. His family hopes to return home to Chile after the school year. At The Children’s Inn where Benjamin stayed with his family during their treatments, he is known for his trademark smile, squeals and most fondly, for blowing kisses.

About The Children’s Inn at NIH  
Since opening in 1990, more than 10,000 seriously ill children and their families from more than 80 countries have stayed at The Inn.  For more information about The Children's Inn, please contact Meredith Daly, 301-451-3075 or visit our website at www.childrensinn.org.

About The American News Women’s Club  
Founded in 1932 as one of the nation’s premier press clubs, the Club is located in a historic brownstone in Dupont Circle. The Club is sponsoring The Children’s Inn at NIH this holiday season and has collected donations for families. 
www.anwc.org.
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